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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

— 

REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  to  the 
Education  Authority  for  the  Year  ending 
31st  December,  1917. 

• - ~i~ - 

The  Medical  Olliccr  begs  lo  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
of  the  School  Medical  Department  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  December,  1917.  In  conformity  with  Circular  1)74  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  the  report  lias  been  curtailed  both  in  the  text 
and  in  the  tables. 

Owing  to  military  necessities,  several  changes  were  made  in  the 
Medical  Stall  during  the  year,  but  b}  means  of  temporary  appoint¬ 
ments  the  actual  numbers  engaged  in  the  work  have  been  maintained. 
Changes  in  the  Clerical  Staff,  owing  to  the  same  causes,  have  caused 
additional  difficulties,  but  they  have  been  met  to  an  extent  bv 
temporary  clerical  assistance. 

the  year  has,  however,  been  a  year  of  progress  in  the  direction 
of  treatment;  two  new  Clinics  have  been  opened,  one  for  Defective 
Vision  and  one  for  Dental  Treatment. 

The  estimated  population  of  Liverpool  in  June,  11)17,  was  781,948; 
the  average  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  during  the  calendar  year 
was  186,458,  the  average  attendance  being  119,090  or  87‘3  per  cent., 
as  compared  with  118,788  or  87‘0  per  cent,  in  1916. 

1  he  Medical  Officers  have  at  the  routine  inspections  examined 
24,257  children,  of  whom  13,005  were  entrants,  and  11,252  were 
leavers ;  but,  in  addition,  5,792  special  cases  presenting  defects  of 
various  kinds  were  also  examined  by  arrangement. 
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School  Nurses. 

The  arrangements  with  ihc  District  Nursing  Associations  of  Garston 
and  Woollon  have  been  continued,  but  so  far  as  the  rest  of  the  city 
is  concerned  the  nurses  on  the  Female  Sanitary  Stall'  of  the  Health 
Committee  have  been  discharging  the  duties  of  School  Nurses. 

Clothing  and  Footgear. 

The  figures  for  unsuitability  of  clothing  and  footgear  remain  much 
about  the  same  as  in  1916.  630  Routine  cases  and  46  Special  cases 

were  noted  by  the  Female  Staff  for  home  visitation. 

Nutrition. 

War  conditions  do  not  seem  to  have  produced  any  deterioration  in 
the  nutrition  of  the  children  generally.  An  analysis  of  the  Weights  of 
children  attending  30  schools  taken  within  the  last  few  months,  when 
compared  with  those  recorded  for  the  same  schools  in  1914,  shewed  a 
diminution  of  1',  pounds  in  the  weight  of  children  of  13  years,  but  a 
slight  increase  at  the  ages  of  5,  6  and  1*2. 

Table  I. 

Weights  (Recorded  in  pounds). 


BOYS. 


5-(i  years. 

G-7  years. 

12-13 

years. 

13-14 

years. 

Schools. 

Year. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

All  . 

1914 

4G48 

37-2 

2421 

40-8 

4912 

68-8 

3707 

73-45 

30’Sclccted  . 

1914 

82  G 

37-3 

453 

40-1 

1239 

GS-S 

774 

72-1 

»»  . 

1917-18 

C23 

1 

37-7 

378 

40-8 

1094 

690 

445 

70-5 

*  The  date  of  going  to  press  has  given  an  opportunity  to  include  the  records  of 
a  number  of  School  children  examined  in  1918. 


GIRLS. 


5-0  years. 

0-7  j 

rears. 

12-13 

years. 

13-14 

years. 

Schools. 

Year 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

All  . 

1914  . 

4395 

30-75 

2394 

39-5 

5197 

70-15 

3801 

78-2 

30  Selected  . 

1914 

CIO 

30-0 

338 

40-3 

1051 

09-7 

653 

77-2 

»>  . 

1917-18 

O 

o 

37-0 

335 

39-7 

1144 

69-9 

391 

75-6 

Weights  (in  pounds).  (30  selected  Schools). 


BOYS. 


5-0  years. 

6-7  years. 

12-13  years. 

13-14 

years. 

Schools. 

Year. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

Fair 

1914 

499 

37-7 

245 

40-8 

790 

69-7 

401 

75-2 

))  . 

1917-18 

346 

38-4 

221 

41-4 

695 

69-7 

259 

70-3 

Poor  . 

1914 

327 

30-6 

208 

39-2 

443 

07-0 

313 

07-5 

»>  . 

1917-18 

277 

37-5 

157 

39-7 

399 

67-7 

186 

72-5 

GIRLS. 


5-0  years. 

0-7  years. 

12-13 

years. 

13-14 

years. 

Schools. 

Year. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

No. 

W’ght. 

Fair  . 

1914 

390 

37-0 

219 

40-3 

053 

70-8 

350 

80-5 

>1  . 

1917-18 

344 

38-4 

194 

40-3 

SCO 

71-2 

196 

76-9 

Poor  . 

1914 

220 

30-2 

119 

40-0 

398 

67-5 

303 

73-4 

>1  . . 

1917-18 

296 

36-8 

141 

38-8 

564 

68-6 

195 

74-1 
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When  the  schools  were  sub-divided  into  schools  in  poor  districts, 
and  those  in  fair  or  good  neighbourhoods,  the  weights  shewed  for  the 
ages  of  5,  6,  12  and  13,  a  slight  increase,  with  the  exception  of  that 
of  girls  at  the  age  of  (i.  The  only  weights  shewing  a  marked  change 
were  those  of  children  of  13  from  fair  or  good  neighbourhoods,  the 
average  weight  of  the  boys  falling  from  75'2  to  70'3  pounds,  and  that 
of  the  girls  from  80'5  to  76‘7  pounds.  Hut,  at  the  same  age,  the 
children  in  poor  districts  shewed  an  increase  of  weight,  boys  from 
67'5  to  72  5,  and  girls  from  73'4  to  741  pounds.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  offer  a  satisfactory  explanation  for  these  variations,  the  increase  of 
weight  in  the  poorer  districts  may  perhaps  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
work  and  wages  have  been  very  plentiful,  and  the  children  have  been 
better  fed,  and  the  diminished  weight  of  the  children  in  better  districts 
may  to  some  extent  be  due  to  a  slight  difference  in  the  average  age  of 
the  children  examined. 

Ringworm. 

The  numbers  of  school  children  reported  as  new  cases  of  scalp 
ringworm  during  the  year  were  534,  of  which  148  turned  out  to  be 
not  cases  of  ringworm,  the  majority  of  these  being  alopecia  areata. 
The  actual  cases  were  therefore  380,  as  compared  with  42(5  in  1916. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  256  children,  as 
compared  with  294  at  the  end  of  1916,  away  from  school  on  account 
of  ringworm  of  the  scalp. 

Of  these  outstanding  cases  89  were  less  than  three  months  in 
duration,  54  between  three  and  six  months,  51  between  six  and  nine 
months,  19  between  nine  and  twelve  months,  that  is,  213  were  less 
than  one  year  in  duration.  In  26  cases  the  disease  had  lasted  for 
more  than  one  year,  but  less  Ilian  two  years,  and  17  had  suffered  for 
more  than  two  years. 

Reported  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  body  shew  a  diminution,  the 
numbers  being  565,  as  compared  with  703  and  846  in  1915  and  1916. 

Ringworm  Clinic. — The  X-ray  Clinic  was  in  operation  for  only 
five  months,  owing  to  Ihe  absence  of  Dr.  Oram  in  France.  The 
numbers  treated  were  therefore  smaller  than  in  previous  years,  only 
71  new  cases  being  treated,  compared  with  129  in  1916. 
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An  enquiry  was  made  during  the  year  into  the  comparative  time 
required  for  the  treatment  of  100  cases  by  the  X-rays  and  by  other 
methods,  the  results  being  very  striking. 

In  the  case  of  X-ray  treatment,  99  cases  were  cured  within  six 
months  of  the  commencement  of  the  treatment;  the  numbers  cured 
each  month  being  as  follows: — 28,  41,  16,  5,  5  and  4,  respectively. 
One  case,  which  presented  special  difficulties  and  failed  to  attend 
regularly  for  treatment,  was  not  cured  until  after  a  year  had  elapsed. 

Of  the  100  cases  treated  by  other  methods,  the  cures  during  the 
first  year  in  monthly  intervals  were  as  follows: — 0,  1,  4,  5,  6,  S 
(i.e.  24  within  six  months),  15,  9,  10,  G,  G,  11  (i.e.  81  within  a  year). 
Sixteen  were  cured  between  one  and  two  years,  and  three  required  more 
than  two  years. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  by  the  X-ray  treatment  G9  per  cent, 
were  cured  within  two  months,  the  ordinary  methods  requiring  over 
eleven  months  for  the  same  proportion  of  cases.  Moreover,  the  enquiry 
shewed  that  the  previous  duration  of  the  disease  had  apparently  no 
effect  upon  the  length  of  time  required  by  the  X-rays  to  effect  a  cure. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  do  not  accept  this 
treatment  at  an  early  stage,  but  parents  usually  prefer  to  try  other 
methods  first.  Of  the  100  cases  enquired  into,  the  treatment  of 
26,  50,  11  and  5  cases  was  begun  during  the  first,  second,  third  and 
fourth  quarters  respectively  after  the  disease  had  originated.  No 
doubt,  in  future  years,  as  this  method  of  treatment  becomes  more 
widely  known,  a  larger  proportion  of  cases  will  be  dealt  with  at  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  disease. 

Scabies. 

The  reported  cases  of  this  disease  amongst  school  children,  namely 
851  cases,  was  higher  during  the  year  than  has  been  recorded  since 
1910,  the  figures  for  the  three  preceding  years  being  GG7,  389,  and 
512.  The  need  for  special  facilities  for  treatment  requires  urgent 
attention,  as  the  disease  frequently  is  not  confined  to  the  school 
children,  but  has  spread  to  the  whole  household,  and  in  many  instances 
re-infection  takes  place  and  the  disease  is  protracted  for  many  months. 
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treatment  of  the  whole  household  at  special  centres  or  in  institutions 
is  frequently  necessary,  but  owing  to  the  claims  upon  the  present 
accommodation  this  cannot  always  be  done  without  delay,  't  here  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  increase  in  the  numbers  is  to  some 
extent  clue  to  infected  soldiers  returning  home  on  leave. 

Defective  Vision  Classes. 

1  he  two  classes  held  at  the  lUrch  field  Road  Council  School  continue 
to  shew  satisfactory  results.  'I  lie  Committee  have  under  consideration 
a  scheme  for  additional  classes  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  the  need 
being  very  urgent;  it  is  much  to  he  hoped  that  these  classes  when 
formed  will  he  available  for  all  sections  of  the  school  population.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  239  names  on  the  list  of  children  who 
should  be  admitted  to  such  classes,  an  increase  of  44  over  those  at  the 
end  of  191G;  many  of  these  cases  are  urgent  ones. 

4  he  co-operation  of  the  Juvenile  Employment  Department  is  sought 
to  provide  suitable  work  for  children  on  leaving  the  special  classes,  and 
a  certain  number  have  been  placed  in  satisfactory  posts,  e.g.  furniture 
polishing,  book-binding,  etc.,  it  is  possible  that  in  the  future  these 
arrangements  will  be  extended  and  improved  upon. 

Tuberculosis. 

Amongst  the  routine  examinations  of  24,000  ‘children,  only  five 
definite  cases  and  20  doubtful  eases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
reported,  or  02  per  cent,  and  081  per  cent,  respectively,  these  being 
the  final  figures  after  the  children  had  been  examined  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers  or  after  re-examination  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers. 

Among  the  special  cases  examined  at  the  schools,  5  cases  of  suspected 
phthisis,  5  of  glandular  tuberculosis  and  8  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
woio  discovcicd  ,  2.19  doubtful  or  actual  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
referred  for  further  examination  to  the  Tuberculosis  Department,  an 
increase  of  141  on  the  number  referred  in  1916. 

Exclusions  from  School. 

During  the  year,  789  cases  were  excluded  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  during  the  course  of  their  inspections  owing  to  the  following 
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various  defects: — Pediculosis,  50;  communicable  skin  and  eye 
conditions,  4-  1G ;  infectious  diseases,  48;  tuberculosis  (all  forms),  5G ; 
miscellaneous  defects,  189. 

Supervision  of  Absentees. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  ihc  examination  at  certain  centres 
(Inspection  Clinics),  usually  on  Saturdays,  of  cases  of  ringworm  and 
of  children  absent  from  school  for  long  periods  on  medical  grounds, 
and  the  following  table  indicates  the  types  of  cases  and  the  results  of 
the  examinations.  Some  of  the  cases  were  examined  at  the  special 
request  of  the  School  Attendance  Department  with  a  view  to  legal 
proceedings  for  non-attendance  at  school.  The  totals  arc  almost 
identical  with  those  of  the  previous  year  : — 


Table  II. 


Defect. 

Re¬ 

admitted. 

Not  Re¬ 
admitted. 

Total. 

Ringworm  of  Scalp  . 

407 

1,045 

1,542 

Phthisis  and  supposed  phthisis  . 

70 

319 

389 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  . 

70 

197 

27C 

Other  chest  conditions  . 

84 

139 

223 

Scabies  . 

40 

43 

83 

Impetigo  . 

20 

19 

39 

Other  skin  conditions  . 

G5 

48 

113 

Eye  diseases  . . . 

77 

151 

228 

Anaemia  and  debility  . 

105 

154 

259 

Heart  defects  . 

24 

48 

72 

Nervous  diseases  . 

50 

105 

1G1 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  . 

14 

24 

38 

Other  throat  defects . 

1 

2 

3 

~Ear  diseases  ......' . . . 

18 

47 

65 

Injuries  and  deformities  . 

3 

12 

15 

Rickets  . 

11 

25 

3G 

Mental  defects  . 

2 

17 

19 

Rheumatism  . 

13 

40 

53 

Miscellaneous  . 

43 

100 

149 

No  defect  found  . 

0 

— 

G 

Totals  . 

1,228 

2,541 

3,709 
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NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  CONCERNING  WHOM 
DIRECTIONS  WERE  GIVEN  FOR  THE 
TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 


This  can  best  be  seen  by  the  following  table  of  printed  notices  to 
parents  relating  to  various  defects  discovered  at  the  routine  examina¬ 
tions,  or  amongst  the  special  cases  presented  by  the  teachers. 


Table  III. 


Defect. 

First 

Notices. 

Second 

Notices. 

Third 

Notices. 

Fourth 

and 

subsequent 

Notices. 

Total. 

Dofoctive  Vision  . 

3.5G8 

1,019 

347 

252 

5,18G 

(A  . 

Defective  Tooth  . 1 

9,763 

3,752 

1,421 

798 

15,724 

(b . 

3,485 

— 

— 

— 

3,485 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adonoids 

2,899 

74G 

359 

250 

4,254 

Mouth  Breathing . 

2,921 

487 

1GG 

99 

3,673 

Otorrlicea  . 

450 

118 

32 

30 

630 

Defective  Hearing  . 

143 

34 

8 

4 

189 

Miscellaneous  . 

4,92G 

47G 

91 

44 

5,537 

Total  . 

28,145 

G,032 

2,424 

1,477 

38,078 

A  =  Cases  referred  by  School  Medical  Officers.  B  =  Cases  referred  by  School  Dentists. 

The  miscellaneous  group  includes  G2i)  for  various  eye  conditions, 
4G6  of  which  were  for  blepharitis,  and  113  for  conjunctivitis,  whilst 
in  addition  2,002  notices  were  sent  referring  to  glasses  which  required 
repairing,  were  unsuitable,  or  were  not.  being  worn ;  418  were  for 
anaemia,  and  1,588  for  other  defects. 
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HOME  CIRCUMSTANCES,  &c. 


Employment  of  Children. 


The  following  summary  shews  how  the  cases  referred  by  the  School 
Medical  Inspectors  concerning  illegal  employment  during  the  last  two 
years  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Department :  — 


1916. 


Total  number  referred  ...  ...  ...  152 

Number  complying  with  the  Bye-laws  when 

visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Number  where  child  had  left  when  visited  ...  11 

Number  not  traced  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Number  referred  to  other  Departments 


deal  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  employers  cautioned  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  employers  prosecuted  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  convictions  ...  ...  ...  28 

Amount  of  fines  and  costs  ...  ...  ...  T12/7/0 

Number  of  visits  paid...  ...  ...  ...  518 


1917. 

36 
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4 

1 


22 

1 

1 

10/- 

91 


The  diminution  in  numbers  during  the  past  1 
to  restriction  in  the  hours  at  which  shops  are  o] 


o  years  has  been  due 
ned  in  the  evenings. 


Juvenile  Smoking. 

This  habit  still  seems  to  be  on  the  increase,  and  to  be  indulged  in 
more  openly  in  the  streets  than  in  previous  years.  No  doubt  this  is 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  war  conditions  many  of  the  boys’ 
fathers  are  in  the  Army,  parental  control  thereby  being  lessened,  and 
that  there  are  fewer  police  constables  available. 

Street  traders  are  especially  prone  to  this  habit,  and  it  is  therefore 
satisfactory  to  note  in  this  as  in  other  connections,  that  the  Watch 
Committee  during  the  year  decided  not  to  licence  for  the  future  any 
child  of  school  age  as  a  street  trader. 
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“FOLLOWING  UP.” 


Visits  to  the  Homes. 

The  School  Attendance  Officers  continue  to  visit  the  Homes  in 
connection  with  Ihe  diseases  for  which  the  Committee  have  provided 
Clinics,  whilst  the  1'cmalc  Sanitary  Stall  have  dealt  with  the  majority 
of  the  remaining'  cases  requiring-  medical  treatment,  a  proportion  of 
these  latter  cases  being  referred  to  certain  School  Care  Committees, 
the  Central  Relief  Society  or  the  Invalid  Children^  Association,  or 
some  other  appropriate  body.  Verminous  and  other  children  requiring 
following  up  on  account  of  faulty  home  conditions  are  visited  by  the 
f  emale  Sanitary  Staft.  1  he  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the 
results  of  the  reports  of  the  Visitors  engaged  in  following  up  in 
connection  with  the  cases  referred  during  the  year  and  those  carried 
over  from  the  previous  year  : — 

Table  IV. 


“  Following-up  ” 
Agencies. 

Carried 

over 

from 

previous 

year. 

Referred 

during 

1917. 

Treated. 

Referred 
back  to 
School 
Medical 
Officer. 

Left 

School, 

(&C. 

Total 

reported 

upon. 

Cases  still 
undor 

observation 
at  end  of 
year. 

itooL  Attendance 

Staff — 

Vision . 

1 ,122 

6,095 

4,602 

(06-25%) 

881 

(11-72%) 

930 

(12-45%) 

6,419 

1,098 

Dental  . 

•115 

3,4S0 

2,153 

(55-2%) 

497 

(12-74%) 

78 

(2%) 

2,728 

1,173 

tonsils  &  Adenoids 

774 

4,198 

1,90S 

(38-37%) 

1,433 

(28-82%) 

400 

(9-25%) 

3,801 

1,171 

male  Sanitary 
Staff — 

General  Neglect . 

1,479 

4,204 

4,262 

(98-75%) 

— 

64 

(1-25%) 

4,316 

1,367 

Medical  defects . 

2,478 

8,030 

4,714 

(58-97%) 

2,922 

(36-55%) 

35S 

(4-48%) 

7,994 

2,514 

Verminous  ^ . 

2,193 

1 ,187 
(99  13%) 

13 

(•87%) 

1,500 

693 

her  Agencies — 
Medical  defects . 

139 

946  * 

558 

(53-39%) 

425 

(40-67%) 

62 

(5  04%) 

1,045 

40 
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Re-examinations  at  the  Schools. 

These  are  carried  out  by  l lie  School  Medical  Ollieers,  who  personally 
examine  every  child  on  the  list  of  cases  for  supervision. 

Table  IV  in  the  Appendix  gives  the  numbers  re-inspected  at.  schools 
in  connection  with  each  defect.  In  addition  20,261  re-examinations 
were  made  by  the  Medical  Oflicers  of  children  who  were  being  kept 
under  observation  for  medical  defects  nol  sufficiently  serious  to  require 
treatment. 

The  figures  in  the  table  do  not  indicate  the  total  number  of  children 
treated  in  the  year,  for  many  who  had  been  treated  were  absent  or  had 
left  the  school,  and  others  may  have  been  treated  subsequent  to  the 
re-inspection,  but  they  give  some  indication  of  the  proportion  treated 
for  each  defect. 

TREATMENT. 


Verminous  and  Filthy  Children. 

The  new  cleansing  station  at  the  Mansfield  Street  llalhs  was  opened 
in  May,  1917,  by  a  joint  arrangement  between  the  Health  and  Ilaths 
Committees,  and  during  the  year  3,796  children  were  cleansed  at  this 
station,  and  4,334  at  Beacon  Street,  a  total  of  8,130.  Of  these,  681 
were  cleansed  compulsorily  by  the  Staff  after  the  statutory  notices  to 
the  parents.  Ollier  cleansing  centres,  especially  in  the  suburbs,  are 
urgently  needed. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  under  Section  35 
of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Act,  1913  :  — 


Number  of  notices  served 

,,  ,,  children  cleansed  by  the  staff 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  by  parents 

,,  ,,  informations  laid  ... 

,,  ,,  convictions  ... 

Amount  of  fines 


2,119 
681 
1 ,286 
10 
10 

£4/5/0 
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Minor  Ailments. 

The  two  Clinics,  one  at.  the  North  Corporation  School  and  one  at 
Garston,  have  continued  to  do  excellent  work,  the  variety  of  cases 
treated  including  impetigo,  septic  sores  or  cuts,  abscesses,  conjunc¬ 
tivitis,  blepharitis,  corneal  ulcers,  otorrhoea,  ringworm  of  body,  and 
a  few  cases  of  ringworm  of  scalp. 

During  the  year,  1,793  cases  were  treated,  the  total  attendances 
being  21,315,  the  average  daily  attendance  at  the  North  Corporation 
School  Clinic  being  38,  and  at  Garston  4S.  This  average  includes  the 
Saturday  attendances,  which  were  always  small.  One  of  the  School 
Medical  Officers  attends  at  each  Clinic  twice  weekly,  whilst  the  Nurse 
attends  daily.  More  Clinics  are  much  needed,  especially'  in  the 
Old  Swan,  Edge  Ilill  and  West.  Toxtclh  Districts. 

Defective  .  Vision. 

An  additional  Clinic  was  opened  at  Old  Swan  in  March,  and  has 
considerably  relieved  the  pressure  on  the  central  Clinic  at  the  North 
Corporation  School. 

During  the  year  3,094  new  cases  were  treated,  397  at  the  Clinics 
and  2,597  at  the  consulting  rooms  of  the  practitioners  approved  by 
the  Committee,  and  1,823  cases  were  re-examined  at  the  Clinics. 

These  numbers  shew  a  falling  off  of  nearly  1,500  new  cases,  but  an 
increase  of  nearly  400  cases  re-examined.  For  the  next  few  years,  the 
tendency  will  probably  be  for  the  new  cases  to  diminish  in  number, 
and  for  the  numbers  re-examined  to  increase. 

The  price  of  lenses  has  gone  up  considerably  during  the  year,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  of  corresponding  care  on  the  part  of  the  children. 
It  has  been  noticed  in  a  -considerable  number  of  schools  that  even 
I  when  glasses  are  obtained,  a  large  proportion  of  the  children  do  not 
wear  them  regularly. 
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Teeth. 

In  October,  Mr.  Gick,  who  had  been  acting  as  part-time  dentist  for 
six  sessions  per  week,  was  appointed  as  whole-time  dentist,  and  it  was 
therefore  possible  to  open  the  Clinic  at  Addison  Street,  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Committee  and  the  Board 
of  Education  in  1915. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  dentist  during  the 
year  : — 

Number  of  children  examined  in  school  ...  4,355 

,,  ,,  ,,  requiring  treatment  ...  3,485  (80%) 

,,  ,,  cases  accepting  treatment  ...  1,868 

,,  ,,  ,,  treated  ...  ...  ...  1,436 

,,  ,,  schools  visited  ...  ...  ...  34 

The  children  were  examined  and  treated  at  the  ages  of  six  and 
seven . 


The  details  of  the  treatment  of  2,732  extractions  and  1,352  fillings 
are  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — 


Extractions 

Fillings. 

Without  NaO. 

With  N20. 

Cement. 

Amalgam. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

«• 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Boys . 

9C0 

3 

603 

17 

290 

7 

277 

158 

Girls  . 

172 

0 

6G4 

13 

295 

4 

238 

107 

Total  ... 

1,492 

3 

1,267 

30 

591 

11 

515 

335 

The  parents  are  gradually  recognising  the  great  advantages  avail¬ 
able,  and  are  becoming  more  willing  to  allow  the  dentist  a  free  hand: 
the  cases  attend  for  treatment  much  better  than  when  the  Clinics  were 
first  opened. 
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Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

The  Clinic  was  open  on  112  occasions,  and  1,130  cases  were  treated, 
an  average  of  just  over  10  per  occasion.  In  123  cases  operation  had 
to  he  deferred  owing  to  the  children  not  being  in  a  fit  state  for 
operation.  In  40  cases  (3'5  per  cent.)  haemorrhage  occurred  after  the 
operation,  and  this  was  associated  with  collapse  in  six  cases,  it  being 
in  two  instances  necessary  to  keep  the  child  in  for  two  nights  instead 
of  one. 

ri'he  Clinic  proved  so  popular  that  it  was  found  necessary  for  four 
months  to  open  it  for  three  occasions  per  week  instead  of  two. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  school  cases  reported  during  the  year  were : — 
Measles  3,150,  whooping  cough  1,870,  and  scarlet  fever  1,195;  as 
compared  with  7,68G,  1,524,  and  1,195,  respectively,  for  191  C». 

During  1917,  seven  departments  were  closed  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  diseases. 

E.  W.  HOPE, 

Medical  Officer  oj  Health  and  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Education  Authority. 


EnrcATiox  Ok  kick, 

14,  Siu  Thomas  Street, 

Liverpool,  May,  1918. 
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Table  II. 


Return  of  Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of  Medical 
Inspection  in  1917. 


Code  G 

lours. 

Specials. 

Defect  ok  Disease. 

Number  referred  for 
Treatment. 

.Number  requiring 

to  be  kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  referred  for 
Treatment. 

Number  referred  for  J 

Treatment. 

(  Number  requiring 

to  be  kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  referred  for 
Treatment. 

(1) 

(2) 

*(3) 

(4) 

*(5) 

Malnutrition 

20 

104 

1 

14 

Unclcanliness — Head 

2,11S 

32 

89 

— 

Body  . 

2,033 

28 

109 

— 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Head  . 

7 

— 

2  - 

— 

Body  . 

13 

19 

* - 

— 

Scabies 

21 

— 

17 

8 

Impetigo  . 

17 

00 

11 

20 

Other  Disease 

31 

138 

7 

31 

Eye — 

1,110 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

1,902 

1,381 

300 

External  Eye  Disease 

223 

351 

00 

50 

Ear — 

31 

Defective  Hearing . 

58 

119 

37 

Ear  Disease  ... 

582 

253 

102 

37 

Teeth — 

Dental  Disease 

5,253 

2,108 

930 

107 

Nose  and  throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils  . 

093 

1 ,305 

121 

98 

Adenoids 

598 

572 

230 

121 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

244 

120 

23 

9 

12 

Defective  Speech  . 

4 

1 39 

49 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

19 

Heart  Disease — Organic  . 

3 

30 

1 

Functional 

7 

400 

— 

41 

Amemia  ...  . 

152 

1,349 

30 

172 

Lungs — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Delinite  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Suspected 

20 

— 

3 

1 

2 

Chronic  Bronchitis . 

10 

55 

2 

Other  Disease 

47 

827 

1 

07 

Nervous  System — 

0 

Epilepsy  . 

— 

17 

1 

Chorea . 

1 

12 

13 

Other  Disease 

.  - 

103 

2 

12 

Non -pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

(Hands  ...  . 

7 

— 

5 

— 

Bones  and  Joints 

3 

12 

— 

1 

Other  Forms  ... 

.  - 

13 

2 

5 

Rickets 

13 

137 

— 

23 

Deformities 

15 

114 

2 

9 

Other  Defects  or  Disease  . 

209 

1,077 

71 

303 

*  Notk. — Many  of  the  cases  in  columns  (3)  and  (5)  were  not  referred  for  treatment 
ns  they  were  already  receiving  treatment. 
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Tabic  III. 


Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the 

Area  in  1917. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

- - =» 

Total. 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

98 

141 

239 

B  LIN'D 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

(Including  partially  blind) 

for  the  Blind 

Of 

43 

107 

Not  at  School  ... 

10 

13 

29 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

— 

_ 

_ 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

(Including  partially  deaf) 

for  the  Deaf 

54 

50 

110 

Not  at  School  ... 

8 

10 

18 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  ...  . 

168 

113 

281 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Feeblo- 

for  Mentally  Defective 

minded. 

Children  . 

291 

254 

545 

Mentally 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control) 

Deficient. 

Authority  during  the  year 

— 

— - 

. 

Not  at  School . 

51 

20 

77 

Imbeciles. 

At  School 

_ 

_ 

__ 

Not  at  School  ... 

33 

23 

50 

Idiots. 

9 

7 

10 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

13 

8 

21 

Epileptics. 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

for  Epileptics 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School  ... 

39 

55 

91 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

? 

? 

Pulmonary 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Tuberculosis. 

for  Physically  Defective 

Children  . 

1 

— 

1 

Not  at  School  ... 

228 

240 

408 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

? 

? 

V 

Physically 

Other 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Defective. 

Forms  of 

for  Physically  Defective 

Tuberculosis. 

Children 

57 

42 

99 

Not  at  School  ... 

73 

84 

157 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

? 

? 

? 

Cripples 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

other  than 

for  Physically  Defective 

Tubercular. 

Children 

188 

170 

358 

Not  at  School  ... 

87 

112 

199 

N.B. — The  return  is  as  complete  as  the  figures  available  permit. 


Table  IV. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1917. 
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Table  V. 

Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  of  Children  during  1917. 


(1)  The  total  nufriber  of  children  medically  inspected  (whether 

Code  Group,  special  or  ailing  child)  ...  ...  ...  80,049 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects  (other 

than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  footgear) 
who  require  to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not 
referred  for  treatment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,771 

(8)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for 

treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing, 
etc.)  .  . 11,445 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (8)  who  received  treatment  for 
one  or  more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  etc.)  .  8,800 


